PREFACE

The North-Eastern part of India at the foot-
hills of eastern Himalaya Consists of eight states
viz.; Assam, Arunahal Pradesh, Manipur,
Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura and
Sikkim. The region covers an area of 262,230
sq. kilometers with a population of 38,857,769
as per 2011 census. In terms of geographical size,
North East region constitute about 8 percent of
the total India's size and represents 3.10 percent
of total Indian population. The region shares two
percent of border with the mainland of the coun-
try and more than 98 percent is linked with in-
ternational border i.e. Bangladesh, Bhutan,
China, Myanmar and Nepal. Due to its geo-
graphical location and proximity to the
neighbouring countries, the NER has natural
trading advantages. The entire region presents a
unique natural beauty with lush green thick for-
ests, hills and mountains, flora and fauna all con-
tribute to make the North-East an abode of



mother Nature. Coupled with the luring natural beauty, the
cultural heritage of various ethnic population of the region
~ has always been a source of attraction to people from other
parts of the country and abroad since ancient times.

The paée of industrialization was started in this re.
gion with the establishment of first oil refinery in Asia at
Digboi in 1901. Tea industry of this region was about 170
years old. Tea was first discovered in upper Brahmaputra val-
ley by Robert Bruce in 1823. The development of tea indus-
try led to the development of coal and oil industries in this
region initially and it was also the cause of development of
railway, paving the way for infrastructure development. The
economy of this region is mainly agrarian. The land base of
the rural economy in NER is not much promosing. The land
form is not very attractive for cultivation except in some parts
of Assam, Manipur and Tripura. Along with settled agricul-
ture, Jhum cultivation (Shifting Cultivation ) is also practiced
by a few indigenous groups of people.

The pace of economic development of this region is
very slow due to lack of basic elements and cannot be equated
with that of the mainland. The inaccessible terrain, internal
disturbances, resource endowment, ethnic issues, along with
strategic advantages are the hindrances for sustainable devel-
opment of this region. The economic elements pertaining to
the development of this region should be unearthed in all
possible cases, and all growth oriented efforts are to be har-



nessed with resource endownents of this region. The Gov-
ernment of India announced the "Look East Policy" in the
early 1990 to pave the way for international trade between
NE states and the South East Asian Countries NER is the
"Gate Way to South East Asia" and Look East policy is viewed
as especially favourable for boosting trade between N.E. In-
dia and the South East Asian Nations (ASEAN).

Jhanji H.N.S. College is celebrating its glorious Golden
Jubilee in 2013-14. On this occasion the Principal and teacher
of this college contribute a publication fund for publication
of books in different disciplines. This research publication is
a humble effort in this regard. The book North East India,
some issues of Sustainable Development is a compilation of
research paper contributed by distinguished academicians and
research scholars. I extend my sincere and deep gratitude to
eminent academicians and research scholars for their valu-
able academic contribution. [ am thankful to our honourable

Principal Dr. Manjit Gogoi for his help and co-operation of
this academic effort.

[ offer my thanks to Mr. Devojyoti Borah, Unika
Prakashan, Jorhat for Printing out this volume very smoothly.
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