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Movie '"Aci Maatite" (2017) 

Dr. Akashjyoti Saikia 

Assistant Professor 
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E-mail: saikiaakashjyoti@gmail.com 

The present paper is an attempt to analyse the 

Assamese movie "Aei Maatite" written and directed by Dr. 

Sitanath Lahkar, a noted theatre artist, script writer and 

director of Assam. This is the first movie written and directed 

by Dr. Lahkar and it is the first anti-witch hunting movie 

of Assam. The movie was released on 6th October, 2017. 

Its dominant theme is witch hunting which is present in 

certain locations of Assam. But it has also touched upon 

various other sensitive and important issues that make our 

society suffer. Hence, the importance of this analysis of the 

movie was felt. Primary as well as secondary sources have 

been utilized judiciously in writing this paper. 

A witch is believed to be a person having magical 

powers, especially evil ones that can cause harm to people 

and animals. This superstition has been present in societies 

across the world and in different periods of time. Dr. Aparna 

Mahanta observes that witch hunting in 16th and 17th 

century England and America and in 20th century Africa and 

India has evolved individually; but in these places it has 

similar grounds (12). Though not very widespread, evils of 

this superstition have been observed sporadically in Assam. 

Dr. Mahanta has mentioned two tribes of Assam anmong 

whom witch hunting is observed. They are the Bodos and 

the Chauntali Tea Tribe. The movie under study addresses 
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Paradoxes of Gender: The three Witches 
and the Myth of Femininity in 

Shakespeare's Macbeth 

Sima Nath 

Assistant Professsor, Deptt. of English 
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Introduction: 

Examining the function of the witches and 

relationship to Lady Macbeth is one approach to comprehend 

Shakespeare's conception of womanhood in the play Macbeth. 

By departing from accepted female attributes, Lady Macbeth 

and the witches are implicitly connected with each other. 

Lady Macbeth's depiction as a "witch-like" character alludes 

to her likeness to the Weird Sisters, who symbolise both 

masculine and feminine components in their appearance and 

behaviour. Macbeth's characterization as indecisive and just 

their 

a plaything for the powerful female, on the other hand, defies 

the traditional image of the man as dominant and powerful. 
As a result, the play challenges traditional notions of 

femininity and masculinity. The three witches and Lady 
Macbeth have a lot in common when it comes to feminine 

power, in that they both challenge societal and cultural ideals 

of masculinity and femininity. 
Objectives: 

Through a critical analysis of the portrayal of Macbeth. 

Lady Macbeth, and the Weird Sisters in Shakespeare's play 

Macbeth, this paper offers a critique of the binary divisions 

O gender roles. The study examines how the portrayal of 

41 
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Witch Hunting : A C'urse in Assam 

Indra Sen Baro 

Asstt. Professor, Dept. of linglish 

Jhanji H NS College 

Introduction: 

A witch is in most cases a woman or a widow who 

is alleged to practice witchcrafi or black magic to harm 

others. People. particularly living in tribal arcas of Assam 

believe that a disease may come due to the witchcraft or 

black magic practiced by the suspected witch. So, people 

try to get rid of the witch or the so called 'daini' through 

prayers and offering. Boiled rice together with a cock reduced 

to ashes is taken in a banana leaf and keep on the middle 

of a road as offering to the 'daini'. They believe that without 

these prayers and offerings, their patient would die. And in 

their community if a woman or a widow is branded as witch 

for practicing black magic and losing of lives she is brutually 

killed and buried or driven away from her house. Such 

superstitious evil practice is quite common among the 

communities of Rabha, Hajong, Mishing, Bodo, Adivasi ete 

still in Assam. 

Objectives of the paper: 

The paper has made an attempt to show an anathema 

for the elderly women when they are brutally killed or suspicion 

of practicing black magic prevailing in the tribal commu-

nities of Assam, highlighting with some facts of it. The role 

of social organizations like ASCW and AMSS and the 

governments against witch hunting and its some preventing 

measures are also studied through the paper. 

Methodology of the study: 

The paper is made on secondary 
information 

collected 

61 
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Witch Hunting :- Role of Education in 
Eradicating Witch Hunting from Assam 

Dr Pallabi Saikia 

Assistant Professor 
Department of Education 

Jhanji HNS College 

Introduction: 

Witch hunting are social menace, which are very much 
dominant in the State of Assam. Some people use to brand a 

Women (in few cases man also) as witch and they are believed 

to be the reason of draught, flood, illness, death of the people 

of particular locality. As per the report of the government of 
Assam, from 2006 to March, 2018, over 1,700 women died 
in Assam due to rape, dowry and witch-hunting. In the first two 
offences, individual person or a smal group of people may 
involve, whereas, in the last offence, large group of people or 
sometimes the whole village may involve. 

Causes of Witch hunting: 
The main causes of witcheraft related violence include 

widespread belief in superstition, lack of education, lack of publie 
awareness, illiteracy, caste system, male domination and economic 
dependency of women on men. People in more numbers in village 
believe in such superstitions because they don't have proper 

education. They do not know various scientific reasons and facts. 

Therefore, they often believe in various superstitions which are 

told to them by other selfish people. The light of proper education 
can only change the scenario. If a person can come to know 

about the actual truth behind various meaningless superstitions, 
their fear from the mind will be abolished. 

Witch hunting in Assam is not a recent origin which can 

T7 
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Introduction: 

Witch hunting is a superstitious evil practice. The 
history of witch hunting dates back to several hundred years. 

During the period of 14th to 17th century in the European 

countries, persecution of witches had led to the torture and 
murder of thousands of innocent women and men, even 

children. Joan of Are was burned alive at the stake for heresy 
in Rouen by the English on 30 May, 1431. It was believed 
that she was called to save France from England by 
supernatural voices. Though her victories were considered 

legendary, but eventually she was captured and executed. 
Later she was declared as martyr and regarded as saint. That 

was a tragic history, but now in the age of 21st century also 

Such type of practices still prevail in our India as well as 

Assam. Now a day when the science and technology are in 

its peak, and we all dream for a digital India. some 

Superstitious people violet human rights, and torture and kill 

many innocent people in the name of witch. The two recent 

Cxamples of witch hunting are may be mentioned as - Just 
a rew days ago i.e., on 22/10/2018, a 70 years old women's 

Ongue was chopped off after she was branded a witch in 

DInar. Another incident was happened on 26/10/18 that a 

Woman branded as witch has been brutally wrapped by 

ushing net in Gossaigaon of Kokrajhar district of Assam. 
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Introduction : 
Til very recent times it was commonly believed 

that the Indian were stay at home people and did not maintain 
any intimate contact with the outside world. No doubt, they 
evolved a high quality of civilization and culture; it was 
confined to natural barriers of India. Alberuni, the great 
writer who visited along with the armies of Sultan Mahmud 
of Ghazni, write, "The Indian lives a life of complete 
isolation and were completely cut off from the rest of the 

by world". However, the modern researches conducted by 
scholars like R.C. Majumder, etc., have established it beyond 
doubt that the Indians maintained very intimate and cordial 
relations with several foreign countries and the Indian 
CIvilizations and culture had spread in far off lands in ancient 
times. This expansion of Indian culture in foreign lands was 

mainly the results of the commercial activities of some of 
une enterprising merchants who were involved in trade and 
commerce with several foreign countries and made enormous 

Wealth as a result of this trade. Sometimes ambitious and 
SContented members of royal families and nobility also 
nt to foreign countries to acquire support and help from 

orEIgn rulers to maintain their positions. Above all, a large foreign rul 
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Introduction 

Higher education is of vital importance to build a 

knowledge based society. The quality of higher education 

decides the quality of human resources of a country. India 

possesses a highly developed higher education system which 

offers facility of education and training in almost all aspects 

of human creative and intellectual endeavors: arts and 

humanities; natural, mathematical and social sciences, 

engineering; medicine;dentistry; agriculture; education; law; 

commerce and management; performing arts; national and 

foreign languages; culture; communications etc. India's higher 

education system is the world's third largest in terms of 

students, next to china and united states of America. 

Significance of Higher Education in the North-East India 

North eastern region is comprising of eight states-

Arunachal Pradesh ,Assam ,Manipur ,Meghalaya ,Mizoram 

,Nagaland ,Sikkim,Tripura .The North Eastern region of 

India being characterized by the existence of diverse, distinct 

highly specific tribal cultures and natural resources. Ninety 

eight percent North Eastern region is touched with international 

border i.e. Bhutan and china in the north, Myanmar in the 
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Buddhism 
and Its infulence in South-East 

in North-East India 

Asia 

Indra Sen Baro 
Assistant Professor, Department of English 

Jhanji H N S College, Sivasagar 

Introduction: 
North-East India is a region comprises of eight Indian 

states viz.- Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Nagaland, 
Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura and Sikkim. It has over 200 
tribes. Each tribal community has their own distinct culture 
and traditions. They speak different languages and have 
different religious practices. Buddhism is a living religion 

among different communities in the north-east of India. 

Gautam Buddha is the founder of Buddhism. Arunachal 

Pradesh is one of the most Buddhist flourished state in the 

North-Eastern region of India. Other states of the region are 

also the dwelling place of the Buddhist Community people. 
But now Buddhism in the region has many challenges to 

progress. The dangerous reason behind it is the cultural 

Teduction among the Buddhist community people. 

The whole region of South -East Asia had remained 

aer considerable influence of India and China as well since 

mes past. Buddhism had deep influence on the people of 

Outh -East Asia in the spread of Indian culture. Buddhism 

got ueep rooted in this region and people in large numbers 

Worshiped Lord Sniped Lord Buddha. It continued for centuries till 

135 
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lhc1nJ1 HIL, Co!._ ;ie , S1vasa:3a1, Assam , 1s one of the promising wri ters known best ' 

for his i'lnume1 ;::.b le works published in Assamese, Bengali and English and ea:n- ·, 

ing 01..colade<; for h i~ creative works . Among the various awards that have been 

L,e1otowed upon him, the more prominent ones are- The Poet of the Year Award, 
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Feminism and Mahesh Dattani's Plays 

(A Selective Study) 

Introduction 

Pranjal Protim Borah ~ 
Assistant Professor, Depatment of English 

Jhanji HNS College, Sivasagar 

. Drama is a form of literary composition. It is designed to perform on stage and for 

th is purpose drama needs character in the story. Professional actors posit a character and 

they ~xecute the indicated actions and utter the written dialogues on the stage. The history 

of this popular art form dates back to the century succeeding the arrival of the Normans. 

The plays were designed in a manner to impart moral codes of conduct to the ignorant 

masses and the church had the complete dominance over it. Thus, drama has been gradually 

developed. France is called the first place where drama had set its foot and gradually it 

made its way towards England. With the British, who ruled over India, English drama came 

to India. But, it was not that the British had introduced drama in India. Much before the 

British came to India, Indian culture was enriched by drama. Indian ancient culture was 

witnessed of dramas, preferred for entertainment of the kings. Dramas, written in Sanskrit 

began a journey in India. Gradually it received popularity and there started writing of plays 

in Hindi and other regional languages in India. Modern India drama was produced in forms 

like Rasleela and Ankia Nat, which are basically religious and temple-based theatre. In the 

drama, we have the contemporary life, and social and secular values expressed through the 

Vidushak (Jester) or minor characters. The origin of dramatic performance in the Indian 

subcontinent can be traced back to as early as 200 BCE. The ·drama is regarded.as the 

highest achievement of Sanskrit literature. Buddhist philosopher Asvaghosa who composed 

Buddhacarita is considered to have been the first Sanskrit dramatist. 

With new characteristics, Indian drama has been gradually developed in modern 

time. English drama in India was started by Krishna Mohan Banerji with his work, The 

Persecuted (1837), a social play dealing with the conflicts between East and West. Many 

Indian writers have started writing in English also and Sir Aurobindo, Badal Sircar, Girish 

Karned, Vijoy Tendulkar, Mohen Rakesh are some established dramatists who delve deep 

into the problems of middle class society. Mahesh Dattani is one of the most popular dramatists 

of the present time who uses contemporary situations to project the existential attitude of 

modern life. He is a writer who champions the cause of true art free from any kind of 

theory. Discrimination and injustice done to the women folk of our society are the subjects 

with which he deals in drama. He depicts the feminine side. Through plays, he has raised 

questions on equality of gender, sexuality and identity. His plays dramatize the emptiness in 

the I ives of women who are standing on the brink of teffible secrets, deception and hypocrisies. 

Objective- The paper is an attempt to explore the discrimination and injustice done to 

women in the society. It is to discuss how women suffered in a male-dominated society and 

how the theme of fem in ism has influenced most of the plays of Mahesh Dattani. 

MODERN INDIAN DRAMA: Theory, Practice 11111/ Criticism • 48 
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I Abstract 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

. . f C vid-19 pandemic 

There is no denying the fact that the latest cnsis O ° C · d 19 is a 

h n1 · d · ki f things. ovi -

has s own ma an its proper place in the s m O • seriously 

tiniest virus which cannot be gauged by empty eyes. Times bec~m; spread 

challenging because of the corona virus. The Covid-19 pandemic ts uses 

to around 216 countries including India. It affects mil!ions ~f peopb~l ca The 

lakhs of death, and people are living with the fear of mfectwn glo Y· lik 

nresent crisis has thrown a number of lessons for the people of states he 

r 

C. 11 • t e 

Assam also. Having regard to the situation which has unfolded 10 owing 

J outbreak of Covid-19 in Assam and the challenges which it possess to t~e 

J oub1ic healthcare system, it is noticed that the Government of Assam 10 

J general and the Health Minister, Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma along with 

f Jnctors and medical staff in particular have been prepared healthcare 

i,nirastructure. The preparedness on the part of the Assam Government to 

J1mbat the dreaded Covid-19 has started before the appeal of Prime Minister 

, !·iJ.rendra Modi on March 19 to observe a day long 'Janata Curfew' on March 

: :a. During the first national lockdown (from March 25, 2020), the Assam 

Guverrunent has tal<en numerous steps to combat the outbreak. The present 

:1<Jp-i?I is an attempt to have a look at the framework prepared by the 

r.row:rnment of Assam and also to ascertain the preparedness of the state to 

B_ghc the pandemic. 

key'\\·ords: Covid-19, Pandemic, Assam Government, Healthcare 

liJ.t.mduction 

, The !ethal Covid-19 pandemic has all of a sudden devastat d h . • 

'.'t11ma:-1 beings in an unprecedented way. This pandem. ~ t e l~fe of 

ll! .. b' h h ic is a h1ghl 

Jprechcta ~e event. It seems aving t e nature of somethin d . Y 

in exp,mential speed. This pandemic has spread to 216 c g . eveloping at 

:-r-1Ur f 
d ountnes affi . 

11

, ~ - 1on:. o people, causing lald1s of death an many more Ii . ' ect1ng 

~ f . r; 
d are v1ng w·th 

,. · _. o mrection globally. Covid-19, first etected in D 1 the 

f 
ecember 2019 in 

, 
I 
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Primary Education in Malaysia 
:A study 

Dr. Rajiv Gogoi 
Assistant Professor, Department of Education 

Jhanji HNS college, Sivasagar 

Introduction: 
Education in Malaysia is overseen by the Ministry 

of Education (Kementerian Pendidikan), Although education 
is the responsibility of the Federal Government, each state 
and federal territory has an Education. Department to co-

ordinate educational matters in its territory. The main 

legislation governing education is the Education Act 1996. 
The education system is divided into preschool education, 

primary education, secondary education, post-secondary 
education and tertiary education. It is further divided into 
national and private education. Education may be obtained 
trom the multilingual national school system, which provides 
free education for all Malaysians, or private schools, or 

through homeschooling. International and private institutions 
Charge school fees. By law, primary education is compulsory. 

Malaysia, in order to achieve Vision 2020, emphasizes 

0n nurturing human capital so that Malaysia can become a 

Knowledge economy. The Vision was developed at the time 
Of Sixth Malaysia Plan in 1991, which calls for the nation 

achieve industrialized nation status', by the end of this 
ecade (Cheong. Hill & Leong, 2016, p., 74). The educational 

Policies drafted by Malaysian Education Ministry since its 

independence dependence has mainly focused on promoting Malay Malay 
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.:{~ g -l$(, -l~~ ~$( 
(Introducing Urban Sociology : 
Urban, Urbanism and the City) 

I.I. 

Urban : Definition and Types 

Urbanism : Concept of Urbanism in Contemporary Societies· 

1.3. 

City: Concept and Types 

-{~~~t 
(Perspectives in Urban Sociology) 

2.1. 911R~ 1vfi~'Sfl nt~) 
Ecological Perspective (Chicago School) 

2.2. ~!~&iN><tS 
Political Economy 
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2J. 

Network (Manuel Castells) 

2.4. ~9f 
City as Culture 

(Movements and Settlements) 

3.1. g ~*.f~ <i'iill~iil>I~~ 

Migration: Forms and Consequences on Urban Life 

3.2. ~g-{~~~*~141~1 
Community: Nature of Urban Community and Neighbourhood 

i{~~atC<fS@t<fS ~iSfitlN) 
(Politics of Urban Space) 

4.1. 
Culture and Leisure 

4.1.1. -f~ )1~1~'b Mt~1l-rwi~ <M~~af) 
Leisure activities in urban societies 

4.1.2. Mlwill-twi ~-{~'51~~4]~~~ 

Leisure and use of urban space 
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4.2. ~' ~'fl"~ >t1~1~<P ~~'>f 
Caste, Class and Gender 

4.2. l. rl~ 9ff;~fil'6 <illiSrfflN> 
Youth Politics in urban context 

4.2.2. rl~ '5Ji<f3~ >tl~t~<IS ~~.,1N,N3<fS <iltiSrfflN> 
Politics of gendered urban space 

Social movements in urban societies 

4.2.4. '5Ji<f3~ (~ 

Contestation of space (Riots and Conflicts) 
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