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Corruption is a way of Life in Contemporary Society of India:

An overview

Indra Sen Barg

Assistant Professor
Department of English

Jhanji HN S College, Sivasagar

Introduction:

Corruption refers to the practice of misusing one's power to achieve various illegal ends.
It implies the dishonest behaviour on the part of those who are in authority. Corruption comes
into existence when the officials use their office as a means to serve their immoral personal
objectives.

Corruption is of various types such as political corruption, police corruption, Data corruption,
Linguistic corruption, bribery in politics etc. Corruption is like a contagious disease that spreads
like a wild fire. It is not like a contagious disease rather it is like a cancer. It destroys the roots of
a good governance and development. Corruption indeed has become a universal phenomenon.
It has spread in the offices either of the government or private. It affects the implementation of
development schemes, implementation of orders, investigation of criminal cases etc. Our leaders
during the freedom struggle and later had certainly a dream of independent India, free from
hunger, poverty, disease, unemployment and corruption. But now corruption has spread to every
spheres of life and all offices.

According to Business Registry for International Bribery and Extortion (Bribe Line) India
Report, 2009 the number of reported bribe demands originating from government officials in
India was 91%. According to Transparency International's, India ranks 76th out of 168 countries
in 2015 compared to its neighbours Bhutan(27th), Bang] adesh(139), Myanmar(1 56), China(83rd),
Nepal(130th), Pakistan((117th) and Sri Lanka(83rd). The largest contributors to the corruption
are entitlement programmes and social spending schemes enacted by the Indian government.
Examples include- Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act and National
Rural Health Mission. A study conducted by the Transparency International in 2005 shows that

Indians have a firsthand experience of paying bribes or influence peddling to get jobs done In
public offices successfully. This adversely affects the economy of'a country,
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Women in Legal Profession

The rise of large number of women professional can be considered
as one of the greatest achievement of Independent India. During the
past four decades, there has been a remarkable change in the field of
women professionals. The spirit of having her own profession and be
economically, socially, politically independent has made women to go in
for different professions. At the very early days, though women have
the ability to do something, but society does not allow all professions
for them. Only teaching profession was permitted and this profession
was considered as more suitable for women. But gradually society
accepts some other professions like medical, nursing, etc. for women.
Now-a-days, besides teaching, medical and nursing there is another
profession which is growing popular among women and that is the
profession of law. Women are now a permanent and integral part of
legal profession. Over the past two decades the number of women
graduating from law colleges and practicing law has grown enormously.

Women were interested in law even in very early days. In India,
about four hundred years prior to the establishment of British law
colleges some women had made a study of this subject. Again in the
fifteenth century two well-know women made valuable contributions
to this field. One of them was Balampatti, who wrote a mastt?rly
commentary on the Law of Stridhan (Women’s Property) which 1s a
special branch of Hindu Law. There was another well know woman it
the field of Law, Lakshmidevi, whose compendious work, the Vivada
Chandra, a commentary of the Hindu Law of Succession as followed
by a particular school of law called the Mithila School, throws much
light on the fact that there were women who were deeply interested 1D
the study of law. From that time to the advent of British in India there
is nothing in particular to indicate the women'’s interest in the field of law-

_ It may be mentioned here that Miss Cornelia Sorabji had the
distinction of being the first Indian women to pass the examination ©
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