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Demographic Features of
Sivasagar District

Mira Bala Borah

Sivasagar was formerly known as “rangpur” and it was the
capital of Ahom Kingdom during 1699 A.D. to 1788 A. D.
Sivasagar turned into a district by a proclamation of British gov-
ernment in 1839 and district headquarter wasSivasagar. In 1913
the district headquarter was shifted to Jorhat and Sivasagar be-
came a subdivision. Before 1983 Sivasagar district was com-
prised with three subdivisions Jorhat, Golaghat and Sivasagar
with headquarter at Jorhat. On 1st July 1983 Sivasagar Subdivi-
sion was declared as a new district with headquarter at Sivasagar
consisting only then Sivasagar Sub-Division. For administrative
purpose Sivasagar district is divided into three sub-divisions viz,
Sivasagar, Nazira and Charaideo.In 15 August, 2015Charaideo
sub-division was declared as a district. But in this article former
area of Sivasagar district including charaideo sub-division is taken
for demographic features of analysis because data of 2011 cen-
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Prospect and Problems of Handloom
| Weavmgln Sivasagar District

| Minati Gogoi

. Clothmg isa ba31c human need as much as food and shelter.

i Clotl;;s are prepared from various yarns by many techniques from

the time of its invention. The importance of handloom weaving
- was reeognized from the days of Koutilya. As a traditional cot-
tage industry of India it has special socio-economic significance
inrespect of generation of employment and revenue. It is an im-

- portant production sector after agriculture in India. This sector

‘represents the continuity of the age old Indian heritage and re-
flects the socio cultural condition of the weaving communities of
our country. Through handloom products India has secured a
special identity across the world. In India nearly 27.83 lakh
handlooms are found active. Rural households are engaged in
weaving and its allied activities out of which (87%) are located in
rural areas and remaining (13%) are in urban areas, (Handloom
Census, 2009- 10). At the end of the 10" five years plan, the
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Eco-Tourism in Sivasagar District
and Its importance

Amar Jyoti Gogoi

The term “Tourism’ literally means of travel and its asso-
ciated aspects. Ecotourism is about uniting the consewaﬁon,
communities and sustainable travel. The international ecosystem
society (TIES) in 1990 defined ecotourism as “responsible
travel to natural areas that conserves the environment and
improves the well-being of local people.”Eco tourism does
not need remarkable technological urbanization to flourish while
it utilizes the natural resources locally available and causes no
damage to the natural ecology. It is a responsible tourism which
preserves natural resources as well as maintaining the wellbeing
and social values of the local peoples.

Assam the doorway to North Eastern region occupies a
prestigious place in the field of tourism. Its natural beauty and
rich culture may attract the tourist of different parts of the
country and abroad. Since historical past Assam can be proud
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plending Qf Myth, History and Gandhian
jdeologies in Raja Rao's novel Kanthapua

Sima Nath
Junti Boruah

Raja Rao's 'Kanthapura' is perhaps the most beautiful,
the most graphic, vivid and realistic account in Indian English
fiction about the Gandhian freedom struggle of the 1930's and
its impact on the common people of India. The writer takes
Kanthapura as the scene of action, a typical South Indian
village, the people of which, under the charismatic effect of
Mahatma Gandhi, fight against the British Colonizers. Moorthy
is the central character of the Novel who comes from the city
with the massage of Mahatma, inspires the people by explaining
the significance of Gandhi's struggle for Independence and thus
makes them non-violent and Satyagrahis who start Charka-
spinning and weave their own cloths. He, the Gandhi man of
kanthapura, gets support from the villagers irrespective of class,
caste, and age.

The aim this paper is to discuss how the novelist has
made ample use of some mythological characters to illustrate
the fight between the Mahatma and the British, and to what
extent he is successful in blending the myths with historical
events, and the Gandhian ideologies which are disseminated
in Kanthapura through the character of the protagon
Moorthy who is a disciple of Mahatma Gandhi, a staunch

believer of Gandhian principles.
The term 'myth' refers to a tra
story or tale that has been rooted in f

M.H, Abrahams writes: .
"In classical Greek, ‘myths signified any story ! plot,

ist-

ditional but unauthentic
eligion of folk belief

(251)
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AN OVERVIEW OF WOMEN
CHARACTERS IN THE SHORT
STORIES OF LAKSHMINATH
BEZBAROA

. IndraSen Baro
Asstt. Professor, Dept. English
Jhanji H N S College

Introduction:

Among the great Assamese writers, who took great
pain and responsibility for the upliftment of the
Assamese language and literature Lakshminath
Bezbaroa’s name is on the top of the list. He was a
prolific and versatile writer of Assam. He particularly
excelled in low humour and satire and is regarded as
the father of the Assamese short story. He is called
‘Sahityarathi’ which means ‘charioteer of Literature’ for
his expertise in all branches of literature and
‘Rasarajmeaning ‘The king of Humour’ in Assamese
Literature for his ever popular satirical writings. In
Assamese Literature, probably there was no such section
where Lakshminath Bezbaroa did not contribute. He was
a poet, novelist, story writer, dramatist, philosopher,
critic, Journalist, reformer, satirist and so on.

Lakshminath Bezbatoa wrote 8 plays, 3 historical

QT
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Indianness in the Poetry of
Nissim Ezekiel: A study

Indra Sen Bam
Asst. Prof., Dept of Englig
Jhanji HNS Colleg,
Nissim Ezekiel, one of the foremost Indian Poets writing'jn
English was born in a Bene-Israel Jew family of Bombay, whg
ancestors came to India from Israel many years ago and made Indj
their homeland. His contribution to the field of Indian English poetry
is immense and valuable. Indianness is an inseparable feature of
Indian poetry in English. The Indian Poets no longer sit in ivory
towers and sing about birds and cuckoos. They take Indian subjects
from Indian life and have true Indianness. They live in thei
contemporary situations. They make efforts to bring innovation both
in form and content of their poetry. They try to create new idioms
and use new imagery in their poetry. They employ various themes
of wide range. They write in Indian English language which i8
dramatic and colloquial. Indian English poetry is as much Indian &
any other poetry, say Oriya, Hindi or Bengali. Nissim Ezekiel$
Poetry is not an exception to this fact. Though he 15 Jewish by
birth, his poetry is essentially Indian because he is Indian to th¢
roots. Ezekiel has said:
I am not a Hindu and my background makes me a natf al
outsider. Circumstances and decisions relate me to Indi
I cannot identify myself with India's past as a comprehensive
heritage or reject it as if it were mine to rejects: I can
identify myself only with modern India.
“This study is an attempt to understand the 'Indi
Indian culture through the poems of Nissim Ezekiel. SO
and nature of Indianness are also studied through t

that

ness
an 1

me definit®
his pape"

(140)
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pOLITICALEMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN IN ASSAM : A

STUDY OF ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS SINCE 2001

Basanta Handique
Research Scholar, Assam University, Silchar

Introduction

Women empowerment is one of the most important key for the development of a
nation. Because women have occupied nearly

about fifty percent of total population in most
of the country of the World. It is likely impossible to develop a country without empowering

ation in today’s World gives importance

Rezlizing the sex inequality, the framers of Indian constitution introduced some special
provisions in the constitution in order to overcome discrimination and inequality in society
between men and women. Numbers of laws were passed for the protection and safeguard of
women and their rights. The constitution gives equal political rights to both men and women.

though number of steps has been taken for the equal participation of men and women, the

of Centre as well as in the state legislatures

To étud
2001,

y the representation of women in Assam Legislative Assembly Election since
") To find out the challenges to women pofitical participation in Assam and its remedial

- In the present study descriptive and analytical methods are applied. An emphasis is
Y1 10 scrutinize the women participation in the Assembly electoral of Assam. The sources

Materials relevant and used in this study are mainly secondary i.e. books, election report,
Mmnals, newspapers etc.
Cussigp

Women participation in the field of politics is very important for the success of
“¢Y- India, the largest democratic country in the world, has a glorious hnston‘f of women
| Participation in its independent movement against British. Won_mn leaders like Sarojini
Idy, Vijayalakshmi Pandit, Rajkumari Amrit Kaur and Aruna Asaf Ali were played a decisive
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Gandhi's Views Of Women Issues

Basanta Handique

Mahatma Gandhi was not only one of the greatest
leaders of Indian Nationalism but also a leading social and
political reformer of Indian society. He was one of the greatest
advocates of women liberty and equality who emphasized on
uplifting the status of women in his country. Gandhi advocated
equality for men and women in every way of life. He said
that women should never be considered as weaker sex. In
fact women were more superior to men in some parts like
tolerance, self sacrifice and faith. Gandhi believed that wife
is not the husband's slave but his companion and an equal
partner in all his joys and sorrows who had the right to choose
her own path. Women had a big role to play for the
development of her family as well as the society. Gandhi was
very much pained to see the degenerated condition of women
in Indian society. He considered some evil practices of Indian
society as responsible for women suppression in Indian society.
Gandhi also thought that a person cannot be exploited without
his or her will or participation. So, Gandhi wanted women
to be brave and came forward to fight against discrimination
and for upgrading their status. Gandhi played an important role
in eradicate the social wrong committed against the women
of the country through age. He believed that a society could
develop rapidly if it takes all section of people together into
its fold irrespectively their caste, religion, sex and economic
strength. Gandhi gave importance to change the existing social
system where women were suppressed by men in different
ways. Here an attempt has made to raise Gandhi's views on
various issues of women and remedial measures on women
related problems for upgrading the status of women in Indian

(44)
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Gandhi and women Literacy

Anangshy Rajg,
Manurima Bhagawati

Education has been regarded as th'e knoyvledge Wh{'Ch
liberates, inculcating skills that are useful in service of Mankipg
and for freedom from all kmd§ of servitude. [ iS the
simultaneous development of mind, body and Soul. The
Mahatma focused on training the people of the country towargs
proper citizenship guiding them through Fhe principles of oy,
violence, cooperation, justice, equality and Joye, His
transformation from Mohan to the Mahatma was triggered to
a large extent by his education and his search for the truth,
Providing Vocational training and tangible skills to the citizens
Was an important concern of his. Gandhi also focused op

learning of vernacular languages rather than solely depending
on the English language

::(S)Om ézcregsed thenwornen Participation, He egarded the
and the Harjjap, 10 be the tyq most depressed groups

and Suggested the tra
nsf : :
sabala. Byt his beliefg reg;)rrc;ll'll? tion of women from abala to

its own ideationg] ;. & Empowerment of women had
Was an effort qp, the *d recked of social conservatism. It
limit anq Contro] the of t_he Western educated males 10
rajectory from Pre indepep 1 P2tON of wives. Tracing the
Beti bachg,, Beti P ey d.e 1Ce {0 the contemporary era, th®
i YOjna laurl(:hed on 22nd of January:

(122)
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Gandhi's Views on Women Education:
An analysis

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, the social and politicy]
reformer of India, played an important role in attempting to
eradicate the social orthodox committed against the womap
of the country through ages. He strongly believed that a society
can developed rapidly if takes all sections of the people
together in to its fold, rich and poor, high caste and low caste
people and both man and women. Gandhi throughout his life
makes significant contributions for the development of the status
of women in India. Women under his ages took a milestone
to step towards reestablishing their identity in the society. In
Gandhis words "To call women the weaker section is a libel;
it is man's injustice to women". Gandhi said, "Womanhood
is not restricted to the kitchen.” He opined that only when
the women is liberated from the slavery of the kitchen that
her true sprit maybe discovered."

Gandhiji's educational philosophy is dynamic and realistic.
Gandhiji's vision on education was truly civilized for the
betterment of society as well as whole country. There is no
question of surprising that he developed from faith on
education. Education not only educates the people but brings
a new change in the society. His experience of South-Africa
not only changed his out look but also helped him to see the
real picture of whole world. It appears that many of the views
expressed in earlier writing find in Gandhian thoughts on
education. The emphasis on body, heart, mind and spirit in
the educational process is most visible one. Gandhiji saw the
real situation of world which is full of suffering from immense

(164)
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| Presidents from Sivasagar
in Asam Sahitya Sabha : A Short Review

Pranjal Protim Borah

27 December 1917 is the red letter day in the literary
history of Assam. On that very day Asam Sahitya Sabha was
formed in Sivasagar. At that time, Asam Sahitya Sabha was
known as ‘Assam Sahitya Sanmilani’. Sivasagar Govt. High
School was the first witness of the birth of this prestigious
organisition as the first session for establishment of the literary
organization was held in the school. Padmanath Gohain Borua
and Sarat Chandra Goswami chaired the session as the Presi-
dent and Secretary respectively. Sarat Chandra Goswami had
been in the organization as the Secretary for six terms in a row
and tried his best to establish the organization as a prestigious
literary organization in Assam. The forming of such a literary
organization at that time was itself g big event because India
and the entire world as well were confronting with political
unstability and socio-cultural problems during the year. Indian

Il Sivasagar : A Glimpse »w 9(
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Sustainable Development & Gandhi's
Thoughts on Environment

Amar Jyoti Gogoi

e e
oreat revolutionist, an environt ol buta greal phIlOSop SR
grest : nentalist and a strong supporter of
sustainable development. Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi who
born on 2nd October, 1869 at Porbandar in the princely State of
Gujarat was not justa freedom fighter and a leader of masses but
agreat thinker of environmental protection. He has been named
and universally known as Mahatma not only due to his mass leading
activities but due to his great and generous pious personality. His
personality was developed with his experiences and deep
understanding of every situation experienced by him. His
enthusiastic mind, kind and generous soul and spirituality made
him Mahatma. Mahatma means a great soul. Every aspect of his
life has been deeply studied by many researchers but very little
has been focused on his love and care for nature.

The literal meaning of environment is related to the
surrounding of an object in nature. In fact environment may be
regarded as everything else but to me it includes the sky over our

heads and the earth beneath our feet. Sustainable development is

the organizing principle for meeting human development goals while

at the same time sustaining the ability of natural system to provide
the natural resources and ecosystem services upon which the
economy and society depends. Sustainable development in
environment is "development that meets the needs of the present,
without compromising the ability of future generations meets their
own needs".Sustainability can be defined as the practice of
maintaining processes of prOdUCﬁvity indefinitely natural or human

(153)
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Gandhi's View on Women Rights and
Present Status of Women in India

Mira Bala Borah

Gandhi had a versatile personality. He was a social
reformer, freedom fighter, political leader, idealist, aware about
the human rights and had a clear cut economic and educational
view for the development of the country India. He was one
of the great feminist of India who involved women directly
to freedom movement. He had great faith in the power of
woman. He himself admitted the role of his mother and the
household old woman maid "Rambha" in his life. Rambha taught
him to pronounce the name of God to get rid of from the
fear of mind. Before he went to London for his higher study
he had bowed at his mother feet and promised that he would
not eat flesh and would not drink alcohol and would behave
all other women as his mother or sister and kept his word
till to his death. Gandhi said "to call women the weaker section
is a libel; it is man's injustice to women. If by strength is mean
brute strength, then, indeed women less brute than man. If
strength is meant moral power, the woman is immeasurably
man's superior. Woman has greater intuition, endurance, self
sacrificing and courage. Without her man could not be. If
nonviolence is the law of our being, the future is with woman."

Gandhi respected traditions of the society but not at
the cost of individual dignity. So he said "it is good to swim
in the water of tradition but to sink in them is suicide." So,
he tried to change century old low status of women and said
it can be altered with determination and moral strength of
women. "The strength of a nation is measured by the welfare
of the weakest of its members. Hence adequate care for the

(27)
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India’s Act East Policy and
Northeast Region
Mira Bala Borah

Deptt of Economics -
Jhanji HNS College

Acceptance of economic liberalization and export led
growth strategy and moving away from cold war era policies
India has focused on forging close economic and commercial
ties with various countries. So, Look East Policy (LEP) was
formulated during the Prime minister (PM) Rao (1991-1996) and
rigorously pursued by PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee (1998-2004)
and PM Manmohan Singh(2004-2014) respectively. Singh stated
that since 1992 the Govt. of India had launched a LEP which
was not merely an external economic policy but also marked
a strategic shift in India’s envisioned role in the changing global
economic scenario. The aim of the LEP was to turn the western
oriented foreign trade to eastern oriented trade with its developing
neighbouring countries. Consequently India became a sectoral
partner (1992), dialogue partner(1996), Summit Level
partner(2002) and strategic partner of Association of South East
Asian Nations (ASEAN). The ASEAN is a regional
intergovernmental organization comprising 10 South Asian countries
which promoted Pan Asian and intergovernmental cooperation.
10 member countries are Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos,
Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam.
ASEAN-India free trade agreement (FTA) in goods came into
effect on 1st January 2010 which boosted bilateral trade between
the region and it became major trading partner of India. India
has agreed to reduce import duties on tea, coffee, rubber, palm
oil phase wisely. In a two day summit in New Delhi, Dec. 2012
FTA in services and investment were signed. At the 12 ASEAN
India Summit 2014, Prime Minister Narendra Modi declared that

Socio-Cultural Hssimilation in North East India & Sonth East Asia 53
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pOLITICALEMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN IN ASSAM : A

STUDY OF ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS SINCE 2001

Basanta Handique
Research Scholar, Assam University, Silchar

Introduction

Women empowerment is one of the most important key for the development of a
nation. Because women have occupied nearly

about fifty percent of total population in most
of the country of the World. It is likely impossible to develop a country without empowering

ation in today’s World gives importance

Rezlizing the sex inequality, the framers of Indian constitution introduced some special
provisions in the constitution in order to overcome discrimination and inequality in society
between men and women. Numbers of laws were passed for the protection and safeguard of
women and their rights. The constitution gives equal political rights to both men and women.

though number of steps has been taken for the equal participation of men and women, the

of Centre as well as in the state legislatures

To étud
2001,

y the representation of women in Assam Legislative Assembly Election since
") To find out the challenges to women pofitical participation in Assam and its remedial

- In the present study descriptive and analytical methods are applied. An emphasis is
Y1 10 scrutinize the women participation in the Assembly electoral of Assam. The sources

Materials relevant and used in this study are mainly secondary i.e. books, election report,
Mmnals, newspapers etc.
Cussigp

Women participation in the field of politics is very important for the success of
“¢Y- India, the largest democratic country in the world, has a glorious hnston‘f of women
| Participation in its independent movement against British. Won_mn leaders like Sarojini
Idy, Vijayalakshmi Pandit, Rajkumari Amrit Kaur and Aruna Asaf Ali were played a decisive
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