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·-----------------------------·· ............ ·•·----------------------------------
ABSTRACT 

vocational educadon ls a type of educadon which prepare Individuals jor a certain vocaJlon. It prepares Individuals for 
work In a specific trade, a craft, as a technician, or In professional vocadons such as engineering, accountancy, nursing, 
medicine, architecture, or law etc. Vocational Education ls an important element of the nation's education lnldatlve. The 
Government ls well aware of the Important role of Vocational education and has already taken a number of important 
inltlatlves In · this area .In this paper an attempt has been made to highlights the non formal means of provullng 
vocational education In India as well as In North- East 

Key words: Vocational educaJlon, Non-formal mode 

INTRODUCTION 

Vocational education is considered as any sort of training program that trains students for work in a particular trade. It 
prepares learners for certain work/jobs that are based in manual or practical activities. The aim of vocational education in 
India is to develop skilled man power through diversified courses to meet the requirements of mainly the unorganized 
sector and to instill self employment skills in people through a large number of self employment oriented courses. In India 
vocational education is provided through both formal and non-formal mode of education. In its "Formal mode" all training 
courses are held in state or private institutions and are regulated by state guidelines where as in the 'Non-formal mode' it 
takes place without being subject to state guidelines and provides skills-upgrading program for those who wish to extend 
their competencies. Vocational training, in its non-formal mode, upgrades the skills, helps in capacity building, expands 
livelihood opportunities for the underprivileged, unreached informal sector workers and plays a key role in the national 
development. This paper enumerates the non-formal vocational training programmes being imparted by various agencies, 
organizations and institutions in India, with special reference to North East Region. 

Objectives To highlight the non formal vocational education programmes provided by various agencies. 
To create awareness among the students/people about non-formal educational programmes. 

Methodology and Sources of Materials In the present study descriptive method is applied. So far as the sources of materials relevant and used in this study concern, 
they are mainly secondary sources i.e. books, journals, newspapers. 

Discussion Vocational education consists basically of practical courses through which one gains skills and experience directly linked to 
a career in future. Vocational training in its non-formal mode helps in acquiring some marketable expertise, which enables 
a person to carry out her/his ancestral trade or occupation. A big number of agencies have been providing vocational 
education and training in India through non-formal mode. Some of them are highlighted below: 

National Institute of Open School (NIOS) Considering the importance of Vocational education the Government of India has taken a number of important initiatives in 
this area. School-based vocational education in India is currently covered by a centrally sponsored scheme which was 
mooted in 19~8 and was ~med at providing an alte~tive to the pursuit ofhighe~ academic education. One of the objective 
of the Vocational Education Programme of NIOS 1s to meet the need for skilled and middle-level manpower for the 
growing sectors of economy, both organized and unorganized. The range of Vocational Education courses has been 

IJARESM Publication, India »» www.ijaresm.com 
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Tribal Women and Higher Education a Study on the 
Higher Education of the Tribal Girls 

of Sivasagar Town 
Dr. Rajiv Gogoi* 

ABSTRACT 

Higher Education plays an important role in changing the socio-economic condition of a 
society. The importance of women participation in this sector is highly crucial. There are few girls 
pursuing higher education in different higher education institution in Assam. Now near about 40.50% 
·HOmen get higher education in Assam but a very few of them are from tribal group. Tribal women 

. -i are not so interested to peruse education especially higher education. This is due to their ignorance t iOWards higher education. On the other hand a few grass root level study have been done to identify 
{ the actual condition of these groups at higher levels of education. But these works have not been 

·, sufficient to understand the level of quality of these tribal groups. Therefore an attempt has been 
• f .made in this paper to study the status of Higher Education of the tribal women of Sivasagar Town . . , 
"' ·,c 'f> 
, .~ ODUCTION 

:•Y Education has been recognised as a tool for individual as well as social development. Higher 
·~ ation has the tremendous impact on preparing leaders for different walks of life i.e. social, 
' Jmlocal. cultural, intellectual etc. Women participation in higher education is very essential as the 
:iw;cr,-e n of any country have the important contribution towards the all round development of the 

·: ~ - This is very much necessary for country like India and state like Assam. So, the Indian 
, -~~ tion enshrines justice, social, economic and political equality of status and opportunity to all 
:·'!:€,:nuntry men. Efforts are being made both by the union government as well as state government 

:P').L ;a;ovide numerous facilities to the disadvantage groups with a view to bring them at per with 
,~ 1-arious advantage group. Opening of schools in habitations with a higher concentration of 
--.~~antage population, free education, merit scholarships, attendance scholarships, free uniforms, 
* -oay meals, and providing coaching classes to the needy children are some innervations which 

:~ a increasing the enrolment and retention of these disadvantage populations. 
These interventions help the disadvantage groups for developing education at lower level. But. the 

::i~ () regarding higher education is very pathetic. In Assam problem of wastage and stagnation are very 
~ common. A huge number of students remain in the same class more then 2 or 3 years and failed 

·•~-:r.ieve higher stage of education. Majority of tribal women are deprived of proper education. Gender 
., !~ ·<Saso very high. Due to illiteracy, women empowerment is yet to be achieved in the proportional way . 

. ~ L POPULATION IN ASSAM 
,__ There are 23 scheduled tribes communities in Assam. The fourteen hilly STs are Chakmas, 
-~ achari, Garos,Hajong,Hmar, Khasi(S groups),Kuki (37 groups),Lakhar,Man(Tai speaking), 

-~,s.-.arn Professor, Department of Education, Jhanji H.N.S. College, Slvasagar, Assam . 
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TRIBAL EDUCATION IN INDIA: AN ANALYSIS 

Dr. Rajiv Gogoi 
Assistant professor, Department of Education 

Jhanji HNS College, Sivasagar, Assam 

ABSTRACT 

Anthropologically, tribe is a social group, a number of which live in a 
community having a common dialect, uniform social organization and 
cultural homogeneity with common ancestor, political organization and 
religious pattern. In India specification of tribes and tribal communities 
as "Scheduled Tribe" arose after the constitution came into force. The 
tribal people are one of the backward classes and historically 
disadvantaged group of Indian society. It is only through education that 
scheduled tribes can fully utilize the opportunities for Socio-economic 
development. Education is also an instrument of liberation and endows 
the deprived groups with confidence, courage and ability to resist 
exploitation. Although government of India has given stress on 
promotion of education in tribal areas since independence, the literacy 
rate among Scheduled Tribes has remained lower. This paper is an 
attempt to highlight the various issues of tribal education in India. 
Key words: Scheduled Tribe, Education, Literacy 

Introduction: 
Education is a tool to empower the individual. It is precondition for removing the barriers 
of backwardness and marginalization of any society. Education is one of the primary 
agents of transformation towards development. The relationship between education and. 
social change takes a dual form i.e. education as an instrument and education as"a 
product. This implies that education as an instrument which is used as a means for 
bringing about desired changes in the society and in the later case changes in the 
educational structure follows as a consequence of changes which have already taken 
place in the society. Education is an important parameter for any inclusive growth in an 
economy and it is the key for improvement of economic and social conditions of the 
Scheduled Tribes. 
India is a home to a large variety of tribal people. Tribles are geographically, socially 
isolated and economically marginalized communities of India. The economic and social 
development of a country should be hindered if proper and effective attention is not paid 
to education of the backward section of the population. That is why it is necessary to pay 
special attention to the education for the tribal and improve their overall status in the 
multicultural society of India. Although after independence government of India has taken 

Journal of Education and Development I 238 
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( ·111111.-al Lt'IIH'nts Revealed in 1h S 
e vap11av,1savadatta111 

Dr. Jewti Boruah* 

.Ah11lrnfl: 

t '. ul111111l l'l1.·111cnts connected with th 1 
· 

e cu ture of a partic I . 

1111'111111111 v g1ws the meaning of the t I u ar society or group. The 

( . . . erm cu ture as the custo d b . 

O Ii It- 1111d snc 1al organization of a p rt· I ms an ehef, arts, way 

. a 1cu ar country or group It . .d . 

, .. ·18 lhu 11111 ror of society. Therefore th I . .· Is sai that literature 

' e cu ture of society Is al fl d . 

ij t1lll~n1p11rary works. In this study a tt h so re ecte m the 

n a empt as been made t fi 

tl'11tl\111ts li11111J in the play Svapnavrisavad tt f Bb- o ocu~ on cultural 

'L•I , . . . , . a am o asa through vanous aspects 

, 1A1u1 w.,~ ,1 g1l:at Sanskrit poet of pre-KTd- . d . 

. . 
a 1 asa peno and fourteen plays are 

• Jl.\HJbcd lo lurn. Among the plays the Svapnavasavadattam is considered as the best. 

. , l\e)'wonls: Cultural, society, Svapnavasavadattam, Bhasa, Udayana etc. 

IHlrocluclion: 

,\

1

l'ffJJflm•fisavadattam, the selected treatise for our study is a niifaka type of 

(lj'.~)WUh:vas. It is a great contribution to Sanskrit literature by Mahiikavi Bhiisa. He 

d-, ~_UYlllposcd 14 plays and Svapnaviisavadattam is considered the best among those 

J1111,Yil. The plot of this play is drawn from the romantic love story of Udayana, the 

kin" of Vatsa and Vasavadatta, the daughter of Pradyota, the king of Avantz. The 

m11ln theme of this play is the grief of Udayana for his queen Viisavadatta as he 

ballevcd that she perished in a fire. Actually, a rumour was spread by 

" Y1111gundhuraya,;a, the minister of Udayana that both Viisavadatta and 

• Ym1KundhtJ(iiya,;a perished in the fire. This rumour was spread by the minister to 

compel the king Udayana to marry Padmiivat'f, the sister of Darsaka, the king of 

M11gnclha. Actually, that play is a continuation of poets another play i.e., 

Pr11tij~yayangandharaya,;a. Even though this play mainly depicts the love story of 

♦- --1.~.,- ist . Professor, Department of Sanskrit, Jhanji H.N.S. College 
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SOCIAL ISSUES IN THEATRE IN NORTH EAST INDIA WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO 

JIRSONG THEATRE 

Pranjal Protim Borah 
Assistant Professor, Department of English, Jhanji HNS College, Sivasagar, Assam 

Abstract- North East India is known for its unique culture. Culture includes institu_tionaJ 

arrangements of a community. Among cultural endeavors, theatre is a very vital media in the re~wn to 

mirror the society. Like literature a theatre is also a mirror reflecting back to society its own image. 

Through drama a person reveals himself to himself. He mirrors his soul and expresses his hopes, urge~, 

desires and also his successes and failures in his struggle to make himself at home in the world. This 

paper attempts to depict how a group of theatre takes weapon of culture to fight against uncultured 

activities and how it acts as an innovative method to establish hope in theatrical craft. The paper 

examines theatre as a performing art from different perspective. 
Key words- Theatre, Drama, Performing Art, Social Dignity, Cultural Identity 

Introduction- Drama is a resourceful mediwn ofliterature. It has been a perennial source of the 

theatre. Theatre presents drama on a stage. Plot, character, thought, diction, music, and spectacle are the 

six major elements of a drama. Characters describe the events of the plot in front of the assembled 

spectators with the help of dramatic scenery, dialogue, costume, music, light and other special effects. 

Dramatic applies to situations in life and literature that stir the imagination and emotions deeply. Drama 

is created and shaped by the other elements of drama which are listed as - role, character and 

relationships, situation, voice, movement, space and time, language and texts, symbol and metaphor, 

mood and atmosphere, audience and dramatic tension. Theatre has been serving as a powerful medium 

to represent various issues related to human beings in particular and society in general. It makes sincere 

effort to represent human life from dramatic as well as social level. 

North East India is known for its unique culture, handicrafts, martial arts and scenic beauty. It 

refers to the easternmost region ofindia. It consists of the contiguous Seven Sister States, S_ikkim and 

parts· of North Bengal. The region is ethnically, linguistically and culturally very distinct from other 

parts of India. Its flora and fauna, ridges and forest, industrious inhabitants all contribute a Jot to the 
variety of the region. 

Tho~g_h_ the regi~n is culturally distinguished, yet it has been confronting against some ill
cultured_ activities. Even _it c~n be said that of late inhuman actions have created terror to its existence. 
The region has been facmg msurgency problem within its boundary Some groups c II fi s d · a or a separate 
state. ~me emand a_utonomy. ~ome _ask for complete independence. All have the same opinion that 
the capital ~ew_ Delh'. has been ignormg the issues concerning the region since independence of o 
country. It is tlus feel mg which has led the natives of these states . . . . ur 
go_vemance. The result is tl1at there is a rise ofinsur t t' . . to seek greater parhc1pat1on m self-

. . gen ac 1v1t1es and regional mo t · th . 
especially m tl1e states of Assam Nagaland M . . vemen s m e region, 

. • • izoram and Tnpura The ethn. f 
to involve in terrorism to save their identity Th h . . . ic groups o the region had 
their identity gets a different wa T , · . _ey ave personal opinion iliat nothing to be worried if 
• y. ens1on exists between the North E 
govt:nunent as well as amongst the trib I I - astern States and the central 
other parts of India. At iliis juncture o/ti::o~ e, who ~reh natives of ilie states and migrant people from 
the conflicts. Culture includes the commu . , g~ou~ o . t eatre took weapon of culture to fight against 
v I 139 nny s msuruuonaJ arrangcm t Th 

o. 'Issue: (Ill) July - December 2021 ens. e theatre groups try hard 
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RASHTRIYA UCHCHATAR SHIKSHA ABHIYAN– A BOON FOR QUALITY IMPROVEMENT OF 
HIGHER EDUCATION IN ASSAM 

 
1Mrs. Noni Rajkhowa and 2Dr. P.K. Gogoi 

1Associate Professor and 2Professor 
1&2Department of Education 

1Jhanji HNS College and 2Dibrugarh University 
1Sivasagar and 2Dibrugarh 

Assam, India 
 
Abstract 

In the recent few decades there has been a tremendous growth of higher educational institutes (HEIs) in India. Assam, one of 
the North Eastern states of Assam, too, has taken strides in higher education both in terms of the growth of the number of HEIs and 
enrolment. But even now, the Gross Enrolment Ration (GER) remains an area of concern apart from other aspects like quality, equity, 
accessibility, regional imbalance, etc. But everybody of the modern era will agree that higher education is a potent tool for the 
individual and social development of a country. Considered a fundamental right in the modern world, education is a powerful 
instrument to identify, develop and transform the human capacities and potentialities into a skilled human resource. It is against this 
backdrop that it will be a worthy endeavor to review the state of affairs of higher education in Assam, most particularly to assess the 
progress made after the initiation of Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA), a centrally sponsored holistic scheme for the 
development of higher education in the entire country initiated by the Government of India in 2013. 

 
The RUSA has brought about tangible qualitative changes to Indian higher education system which is incidentally world’s 

third largest education system. It has come against the backdrop and the realization that merely increasing the number of higher 
educational institutions and their respective enrolment will not fulfill the national goals without proper attention to quality and its 
access to all who desire it. Assam boasts of the wide spread network of higher educational institutions in the entire North-Eastern 
Region of India. The GER of higher education in Assam is 18.9%. The National Policy on Education, 2020 has observed the 
challenges of access, equity, quality, affordability and accountability faced by the current education system. The 11th Five-year plan 
recognized two major problems of higher education in Assam viz. low enrolment and regional imbalance. The RUSA was supposed to 
meet these challenges. RUSA has overwhelmed different aspects of higher education such as finance, research, teaching-learning, 
equity, infrastructure and innovation in the state HEIs. This present paper is a humble endeavor to throw some light and discuss the 
role RUSA has played for quality improvement of higher education in Assam.  

 
Keywords: Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA), Quality, Access, Equity. 
 
Introduction 

Education is the fundamental need of life and its development. In the modern world, education is considered as basic right. 
Education makes an individual responsible, refined, cultured, dynamic, honest, skillful, resourceful and an enterprising citizen. It is a 
powerful instrument which develops the personality and wisdom of people, makes them capable of performing certain economic, 
political and cultural functions and consequently their socio- economic status gets enhanced. Education determines not only the level 
of prosperity of an individual but the welfare and security of the entire nation as well. 

 
Higher education plays a significant role in nation building. The goals and objectives of higher education are to promote, 

disseminate and generate knowledge, wisdom, tolerance, adventure, critical thinking and search for truth. Higher education enables 
individuals to expand their knowledge and skills, express their thoughts clearly, comprehend abstract concepts and theories along with 
improving their quality of life. Through higher education, a nation can address the issues relating to equality, accessibility quality, 
values and development. One cannot think of development of a nation without quality development of education, particularly in higher 
education. Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA), a centrally sponsored programme of the Government of India realizes all 
these aspects and takes a holistic approach towards improvement in all the tangible quality parameters of higher education in India. 
The present paper proposes to highlight the improvement RUSA has brought about to the scenario of higher education of Assam in 
general and to the higher educational institutes of the state in particular. 
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Objectives of the Study 
The present paper is designed to fulfill the following objectives. 

 To identify the significance of Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan. 

 To study about the initiatives taken by Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA) in higher educational institution in 
Assam. 

 
Research Methodology 

The study is based on both primary and secondary sources of information. Primary source includes interaction through 
discussion and interviews with government officials of education department, academicians, research scholars and students of the state 
of Assam. Secondary information has been collected from government publications, MHRD documents, Research Journals, RUSA 
documents, articles, magazines, books, etc. to get the relevant information. Internet and websites were also consulted for this study. 

 
Higher Education in India 

Indian higher education (HE) system is world’s third largest education system (NIRF, 2015). India has a prosperous and 
glorious tradition of higher education since time immemorial. The universities occupy a distinctive place in the history of HE.  It 
consists of colleges, universities, institutions of national importance (Such as Indian Institute of Technology, Indian Institute of 
Management and India Institutes of Science, etc), and autonomous institutions with the status of Deemed Universities. There are 799 
universities which includes central university (43), State Public University (329), Deemed University (122), State Private University 
(197), Central Open University (01), State Open University (13), Institution of National Importance (75), State private Open 
University (01), Institutions Under State Legislature Act (05), and others (13); 39071 Colleges, 11923 Standalone Institution including 
Diploma Level Teacher Training (4403) and Institute under Ministries (158) (Educational Statistics At a Glance, 2018). 

 
Despites these achievements the GER of higher education in India during 2019-20 is 27.1% (All India Survey on Higher 

Education, 2019-20.) Indian GER is not very impressive as against around 75.6% in developed countries. The statistics reveals that 
only a fraction of population in the age group of 18-23 years is enrolled in higher educational institutions. The country also records a 
variation on GER amongst different strata of society. The National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) data from 1983-84 to 2009-10 
indicates this variation on GER amongst different strata of society. For Scheduled Caste (SC), Schedule Tribes (ST) and Other 
Backward Class (OBC) GER figures are 14.8%, 11.8% and 22.1% respectively. It is also observed that merely increasing the number 
of higher educational institutions and their enrolment capacity will not achieve the national development goal without giving priority 
to quality and it access to all who desire it which was highlighted in the 12th Five Year Plan. 

 
Higher Education in Assam 

Assam, the largest economy in the north-east India, has a relatively well developed and diversified educational infrastructure. 
As per 2011 census, the literacy rate of Assam is 73.18% with male literacy rate of 78.81%. The role of higher education in a state is a 
crucial aspect. It can produce high level manpower, professionals, technical and managerial personnel, generate new knowledge 
through research and impart such knowledge leading to development of human resources. 

 
Although, higher education has gradually expanded in Assam since independence, issues involving access, equity and quality 

still continue to be the area of concern. The higher education of Assam faces various challenges which need to be addressed. The 
challenges of higher education are the problem of access, equity, standard, falling standard of research, low enrolment, high dropout 
rate, regional imbalance, problem of infrastructure in state run institutions, shortage of faculty members, financial problems, lack of 
adequate facilities etc. The GER of higher education in Assam is 18.9% where male is 19.1% and female is 18.3% respectively. (All 
India Survey on Higher Education, 2018-19). The 11th five-year plan recognized two major problems of higher education in Assam, 
viz., low enrolment and regional imbalance. 

 
So, higher education in Assam is in need of radical reforms. To meet these challenges, the RUSA, a centrally sponsored 

flagship, integrated and comprehensive scheme, is the most significant initiative in higher education of Assam. 
 
Rashtriya Uchachtar Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA) 

RUSA was initiated in 2013 by the Ministry of Human Resource Development, Government of India. RUSA aims at 
providing strategic funding to higher education institutions throughout the country. 

 
RUSA places greater emphasis on the quality of teaching-learning process in order to produce employable and competitive 
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graduates, post graduates and Ph.Ds. The scheme focuses on state higher educational institutions and draws upon the best practices 
from colleges and universities across the nation. It aims to provide adequate opportunity of higher education to socially and 
educationally backward classes, differently-able persons, promote inclusion of women and thereby improve equity in higher 
education. RUSA has strong focus on healthy environment at higher educational intuitions which can motivate teachers and students 
for research and innovative works. Its target achievement was to raise the GER to 32% by the end of XII plan in 2017 (RUSA, 2013) 
Faculty improvement programme and leadership development of educational administrations are also an important part of the scheme. 
In order to enhance skill development, the existing central scheme of polytechnic has been subsumed within RUSA objectives.  

 
Major objectives of RUSA 
The major objectives of RUSA are to 
i) Improve the overall quality of existing state institutions by ensuring that all institutions conform to prescribed norms and 

standards and adopt accreditation as a mandatory quality assurance framework. 
ii) Usher in transformative reforms in the state higher education system by creating a facilitating institutional structure for 

planning and monitoring at the state level, promoting autonomy in state universities and improving governance in institutions. 
iii) Ensure academic and examination reforms in the higher educational institution. 
iv) Enable conversion of some of the universities into research universities at par with the best in the world. 
v) Create opportunities for states to undertake reforms in the affiliation system in order to ensure that the reforms and resource 

requirements of affiliated colleges are adequately met. 
vi) Ensure adequate availability of quality faculty in all higher educational institutions and ensure capacity building at all levels of 

employment.  
vii) Create an enabling atmosphere in the higher educational institutions to devote themselves to research and innovations. 
viii) Expand the institutional base by creating additional capacity in existing institutions and establishing new institutions, in order 

to achieve enrolment targets. 
ix) Correct regional imbalances in access to higher education by facilitating access to higher quality institutions in urban and semi 

urban areas, creating opportunities for students from rural areas to get access to better quality institutions and setting up 
institutions in un-served and under-served areas. 

x) Improve equity in higher education by providing adequate opportunities of higher education to SCs/STs and socially backward 
classes, promote inclusion of women, minorities and differently abled persons. 

 
Primary components of RUSA 

The followings are the primary components of RUSA that capture the key action and funding areas that must be pursued for 
the fulfillment of the targets (RUSA, Draft Guidelines for Consultation, MHRD, 2013, India) 

 Upgradation of existing autonomous colleges to universities. 
 Conversion of colleges to cluster Universities. 
 Infrastructure grants to universities. 
 New model Colleges (General). 
 Upgradation of existing degree colleges to Model Colleges. 
 New Colleges (Professional). 
 Infrastructure grants to colleges. 
 Research, innovation and quality improvement. 
 Equity initiatives. 
 Faculty recruitment and support. 
 Faculty improvement. 
 Vocationalisation of Higher Education. 
 Leadership development of Educational Administrators. 
 Institutional restructuring and reforms 
 Capacity building and preparation, data collection and planning. 

 
RUSA Implementation 
Requisite criteria to receive grant from RUSA 

RUSA Guidelines mandated that the beneficiary state governments would have to fulfil some conditions to receive grants 
from RUSA. The conditions to avail of the grants are as follows: 
 They would have to create a State Higher Education Council. 
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 Filling up of faculty positions 
 Having mandatory accreditation. 
 Governance and administrative reform 
 Academic reform 
 State Universities would have to introduce semester system, Choice-Based-Credit System, bring curriculum development and 

overall admission procedure in a transparent manner. Moreover, each institution will have to prepare an Institutional 
Development Plan (IDP) 

 
Funding strategy of RUSA 

For implementation of plan and programmes at any level of education system fund is considered as the most essential 
component. Funding for RUSA is shared between centre and state. The funding is provided in the ratio of 60:40 for general category 
states, 90:10 for North Eastern states, J&K, Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand, 100% for Union Territories, 65:35 for other states and 
50:50 for private aided institutions (Report of MHRD, 2013). The central funding would be norm-based and outcome-dependent. The 
funding would flow from the Central Ministry through the State government or Union Territories to the State Higher Education 
Councils. The funding to states would be made on the basis of Critical Appraisal of State Higher Education Plans (SHEPs) which 
would describe each state’s strategy to address issues of equity, access and excellence in higher education. 

 
Initiatives of RUSA in Assam 

The Assam State Higher Education Council Bill was passed to undertake strategic intervention for the improvement of higher 
education in the state. RUSA, a comprehensive, integrated and flagship scheme has been implemented by the government of Assam to 
ensure access, equity, expansion and excellence in higher education in the state. 

 
Under the Higher Education department, RUSA-Assam plays a vital role in mobilizing education towards development and 

research through its various key components. In Assam various initiatives have been taken by RUSA 1.0 and RUSA 2.0 under its 
different components. These initiatives relate to infrastructure grants to colleges, establishment of new model degree colleges, up-
gradation of existing degree colleges to model degree colleges, filling up the infrastructural gap of universities. 

 
Some of the initiatives taken by RUSA under the components of infrastructure grants to colleges of Assam are renovation of 

building, construction of new classroom, digital classroom, sport facilities, construction of health-centres, establishment of laboratory, 
construction of computer lab, ramp, beautification, e-resource facilities for library, laboratory equipment etc. In Assam, to reduce the 
regional imbalances in higher education establishment of new model degree colleges at educationally backward districts is another 
significant aspect. Already a number of model degree colleges across the state have been set up which are functioning well which are 
expected to meet the challenge of regional or area-based imbalances in respect of the defined parameters of higher education.  

 
Under the equity component some initiatives are taken by RUSA in Assam. Most remarkable among these initiatives are 

disable-friendly facilities, transportation facility for the female and differently-abled students, finishing school, language laboratory 
etc. Under disable-friendly facilities various facilities like braille books, wheelchairs, hearing aids, disable-friendly toilets, ramp, audio 
books, disable friendly equipments, etc., have been provided for differently abled students of higher education. Under equity 
components, finishing school is another initiative for providing equal opportunities for socially and economically backward students 
of the disadvantaged groups of the society. 

 
RUSA-Assam has been undertaking various infrastructural development initiatives since 2014 in its 1.0 phase. It has 

successfully completed various infrastructural development projects in 106 higher educational institutions in Assam. In the 
infrastructural development activities in RUSA phase 1.0, it has disbursed total amount of Rs. 342 crores to 106 higher educational 
institutions. These higher educational institutions include 87 colleges, 2 state universities, 5 model degree colleges and 12 new model 
degree colleges respectively. RUSA- Assam has also sanctioned Rs. 1.5 crore under its equity initiatives component to 29 numbers of 
beneficiary institutions. In RUSA 2.0 phase, RUSA- Assam has received Rs. 56.7 crore as central share Rs. 5.67 crore as state share 
for infrastructure grants to 116 numbers of beneficiary institutions. RUSA 2.0 phase also includes 5 numbers of new model degree 
colleges, 12 number of existing degree colleges to model degree colleges. RUSA 2.0 has also approved Rs. 40 crores as infrastructure 
grants to 2 numbers of state universities in the state. 

 
Conclusion 
 Higher education is a crucial input for the growth and development of human resource which can take responsibility for 
social, economic and scientific development of a country. Higher education also makes an important part of the strategies striving to 
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achieve the goals of sustainable development. The vision of higher education in India is to realize the country’s human resource 
potential to its fullest with equity and inclusion. At present, RUSA-Assam has successfully completed various projects in its 1.0 phase. 
RUSA is playing a significant role to filling up of the gap between theoretical and practical working in the field of higher education. 
RUSA-Assam also has given the focus on attaining access, equity, quality and excellence in the higher education system of the state 
with greater efficiency, transparency, accountability and responsiveness. The central and state government fund of RUSA projects has 
changed the academic environment in RUSA beneficiary higher educational institutions in Assam.  
 
 The schemes of RUSA in general and of RUSA-Assam in particular, have ushered in a new era of development for the higher 
educational institutes in Assam. All important issues of higher education have been addressed by the schemes, most specially the 
issues of infrastructure, equity, access and regional imbalance. There have been new building blocks, new labs including language 
labs, new administrative and library buildings, PwD friendly amenities, digital classrooms, video conference halls, etc. which were felt 
earlier but remained unfulfilled dreams for many HEIs. Many HEIs of Assam now have got new lustre and look. GERs have also 
taken a step forward apart from other transformations in the higher education scenery of Assam.  Funds have been optimally utilized 
by the HEIs of Assam since RUSA has in place the continuous project monitoring mechanism. It has helped the beneficiary colleges 
to complete the RUSA specific projects within the time frame.  It can be expected that the implementation of National Educational 
policy, 2020, along with RUSA-Assam, will improve the quality of higher education in Assam and bring about many unforeseen, 
qualitative changes to higher education in Assam as much as they bring changes to the national counterpart. 
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. INDIRA MlRI'S EDUCATIONAL CONTRIBUTION IN NEFA AS REFLECTED IN 

I 
ANVRADHA SARMA PUJARl'S MERENG 

PRANJAL PROTIM BORAH Assistant Professor, Dept. of English, Jhanji HNS College, 

Sivasagar, Assam 

Abstract-

Anuradha Sarma Pujari is an influential Assamese journalist and author . . She writes fiction 

works as "".ell as essays. Currently she works as the editor of Sadin, an Assamese weekly newspaper 

and_Satson, an Assamese monthly magazine. As a writer, she pens novels, biography as well as short 

stones. She has authored the novel, Mereng based on the life and times of Indira Miri, a noted 

educationist of Assam. Being a hardworking novelist, Anuradha Sarma Pujari displayed her zeal to 

pen down Mereng. Through the novel, she enables the readers to discover the educationist in ~er. 

During pre-independence era the people of Assam specially the tribal people of hilly areas hke 

NEFA (North East Frontier Agency) are dominated and exploited by the British government. Later 

the Christian Missionaries came forward for the well being of the tribes. They established schools, 

hospitals etc. in tribal areas, but that was not sufficient to change their life. In 1947 Indira Miri 

became the chief-education officer of NEFA and she tried to educate the people of NEFA. Her 

contribution to the educational development of NEFA is very much praiseworthy. The present paper 

is an attempt to discuss her contribution as portrayed in the novel of Anuradha Sanna Pujari. · 

Key words- Indira Mili, NEFA, Education, Struggle, 'literacy. 

lntroduction-
In the post colonial period women had no status in society. They were treated with 

compassion and sympathy only. They had no rights at all. Even they were deprived of educational 

rights. They were dominated by the traditional and patriarchal system of the society of that time. 

They were kept in a specific boundary and were not even allowed to have fresh air outside of their 

home. They seemed double marginalized in society. But there is a positive change came with Indira 

Miri. Mereng is her other name. During childhood her friends called her by this name. By overcome 

these bondages of society Mereng become an educationist of Assam. She was known for her efforts 

in promoting education in the North East Frontier Agency (NEF A). 

Indira Miri was born in 1910 in Shillong. She lost her mother at an early age and was brought 

up by her father, Sonadhar Senapati. Her father was a person with positive attitude. He sent his 

daughter to Calcutta for studies. She had her schooling and college education there and later moved 

to Edinburgh University for higher study. Her father had an important role to motivate her for higher 

study and for having a bright career as well. 

Mereng, a popular novel penned by Anuradha Sarma Pujari, is based on the life of Indira 

Miri. The story of the novel concentrated on the life of Indira Miri. She played the role of the major 

character in the novel. The novel describes how Indira Miri struggled to establish herself as an 

educationist during the pre-independence period. Her breathless struggle was in the society where 

women related issues were always neglected. Through a creative art of writing, Anuradha Sarma 

Pujari highlights the contribution of Indira Miri to the educational development in NEFA. 

Objective-

The present study is focused on the following objectives-

!. To d~scr~be the contribution of Indira Miri to the educational development in NEFA. 

2. To hrghhght the struggle of Indira Miri in NEFA. 

3. To discuss how Indira Miri offered herself for the tribal people of NEFA. 
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LEARNING ENGLISH 
THROUGH ENRICHMENT IN VOCABULARY AND GRAMMAR 

Pranjal Protim Borah 
Assistant Professor De t f E 1. h Jh .. . . 

, P • o ng 1s , anJ1 HNS College, S1vasagar, Assam, India 

Abstract-

People of today must kn E 1- h . • 
. ow ng 1s as a language, at least at the functional level to find a place m 

socie~. Every language is constructed through words and grammar. Vocabulary is the body of words 

used 10 a particular language. Vocabulary is a range of artistic or stylistic forms, techniques, or 

movements. It is an important focus ofliteracy teaching and refers to the knowledge of words, including 

their structure (morphology), use (grammar), meanings (semantics) and links to other words 

(word/semantic relationship). On the other hand, grammar is the whole system and structure of a 

language or lan&,11ages in general, usually taken as consisting of syntax and morphology and sometimes 

also phonology and semantics. This paper is an attempt to discuss vocabulary and grammar in English 

and how the enrichment of vocabulary and grammar helps to learn English as a language. 

Keywords- Vocabulary, Grammar, Leaming English, Enrichment 

Introduction-

The political, professional, commercial, technological, educational scenario has been rapidly 

changing. Under such a situation people can' t eschew the technical world. The world today is marked 

by a criss-cross of current ideas. Therefore, it becomes necessary that people must learn English to live 

on par with others. Learning English as a language is or is being considered a modern requirement. 

Every language including English has two basic components- vocabulary and grammar. Only through 

enrichment in vocabulary and grammar, there can be developed in learning English as a language. A 

student must be taught vocabulary along with grammar in primary education. Learning vocabulary and 

grammar must go together. A sentence is constructed with words following grammar. Vocabulary is the 

words that make up a language. It is all the language and words either used or understood by a person 

or group of people. There are four types of vocabulary- listening, speaking, reading and writing. Suitable 

vocabulary and proper grammar are required for a meaningful sentence. Grammar is the way we arrange 

words to make proper sentences. Word level grammar covers verbs and tense, nouns, adverbs etc. 

Sentence level grammar covers phrases, clauses, reported speech. 

Objective-
The present study is focused on the following objectives

! . Development in learning English as a language 

2. Enrichment in vocabulary and grammar 

3 . Learning English through enrichment in vocabulary and grammar 

Methodology-
The paper is analytical and descriptive in nature. Sources are taken from general oral 

communication between teachers and students in a classroom. Examples of vocabulary and grammar 

mentioned in the paper are collected from various books on grammar. 

Discussion-
The words are building blocks and the grammar is the arrangement of these blocks. Language is 

the structure that these two ultimately produce. It did not happen overnight. It happens over thousands 

of years and as long as the language continues to communicate, it will grow and change. P eople speak 

to communicate and the need to communicate is the origin of words. The primitive man, for geographical 
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IMPORTANCE OF TEACHING LIFE SKILLS IN 

EDUCATIONALINSTITUTIONS 

Dr. Santana Dutta 

Assistant Professor 
Department of Sociology 

Jhanji Hemnath Sarma College, Sivasagar 
E-mail: duttasantanal234@gmail.com 

Abstract 

The World Health Organization defines "life skills as the abilities for 
adaptive and positive behaviour that enable individuals to deal 

effectively with the demands and challenges of everyday life". 
Different life skills serve us in different situations. Empathy helps us 
to understand others and work with them. Effective communication 
and interpersonal relations are seen as critical skills in any occupation 
today. Children learn these essential life skills from their environment. 
Parents, family, and teachers playa crucial role in moulding their 

behaviour. All these stakeholders can do a lot to actively inculcate 
life skills in children. The prime objective of our education system 

from primary to higher education is to help students to acquire that 
konowledge which are helpful to meet the challenges of everyday life. 
Teachers, in this regard are not only responsible for the academic 
achievement of their students, but are also caregivers who provide 
nurturing. positive relationship to the students. The present paper 
focuses on the importance of teaching life skills in educational 
institutions and the role of teacher inculcating those essential skills 
that developed through higher order thinking, enable students to 

perform effectively in his or her life, and thus become a socially 
acceptable and successful person. 
Key words: Life Skill, Teacher Education, Socialization. 
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From Editor's Desk 

Higher Education is a very important sector for the growth and 
development of human resource which can take responsibility for social, 
economic and scientific development of the country. The higher 
education system in India has grown in a remarkable way, particularly 
in the post-independence period, to become one of the largest system 
ofits kind in the world. Higher education institutions are expected to 
create and disseminate knowledge to people, through the students and 
professionals. This may be through instruction, extension, outreach, 
production, or research. Higher education institutions are considered 
as knowledge producers and providers in today's 'knowledge 
economy' and 'learning society' (Naidoo, 2008; Ozga, 2008). Research 
is an integral part of higher education institutions. At present, it is not 
only enough that universities and colleges teach students, but they should 
be able to convey significant messages, which the students will be able 
to apply in the future. Considering the importance research an effort 
has been made by Jhanji H.N.S college, Sivasagar to published 
"ACADEMIA" with ISSN 2349-3445 a yearly bilingual 
multidisciplinary research journal. The same journal was converted to 
peer reviewed journal from its Vol. V, March-2021. This researchjournal 
provide a scope to the researcher to convey their original knowledge 
regarding academic issues in a systematic way. In this issue (Volume 
VI, Issue 1) included 23 research papers of various discipline from the 
researchers entire Assam. I am thankful to all the contributors of the 
research paper. I express my sincere gratitude to all the peer reviewers, 
advisors and members of editorial board of the journal. My heartfelt 
thanks also goes to Utsav Prakasahan for their printing work. 

- Dr. Rajiv Gogoi 
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Power of Mind as reflected in the , 
Srrmadbhagavad Grta 

Ms. Mridusmita Devi 
Assistant Professor, Sanskrit 

J anji H B College 

The SrTmadhhagavd Grta is also known as Gftii 
among the common people, where we have mainlv found 
the conversation between Kr$IJ.a and Arjuna The· Gftii is 
rel~vant to the life of all age people and it is to be followed 
by the people of any age and time. People can acquire 
knowledge form the Gftii for surviving their life smoothly. 
Through the path of GTta one can achieve specific goal in 
his life. Among the knowledge poured in Gftii, it is found 
emotive and cognitive apparatus. When words are used to 
convey information it is called cognitive and, when words 
are. us~d , to express on.e's own believes i.e., emotions 
(feelings) is called emotive. Kr$IJ.a is the person, who stands 
with the quality of emotional intelligence. An emotionally 
intelligent person can be a successful manager, proficient in 
handling relationship etc. They have the potential to lead 
someone to eternal happiness or to perpetual suffering by 
analysing their mind. Indian philosophy says it is nothing 
that begins and ends with this life on earth, but that which 
paves way for many more such births and thus, if a man 
does not control his senses, he falls into the abyss of birth 
and rebirth, trapped in this mortal world for an eternity. 










