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TEACHER'S ROLE IN MULTICULTURAL CLASSROOM 

Pranjal Protim Borah ~ 
Assistant Professor, Jhanji HNS College, Amguri, Sivasagar 

Abstract: 
Teachers from the crux of the education system 

prepare students to build theirnation. They learn them 

to be responsible for their family and the society as 

well. Teachers are the social engineers of the future. 

They are the architect of a nation. Therefore teaching 

bas been described as the noblest of all professions. 

Society has been giving a respectable position to the 

teacher community since inception of formal education. 

It is said that the quality ofa nation depends on the 

quality ofi ts citizen, quality of its citizen depends on 

the quality of their education and quality of their 

education depends on the quality of their teachers. A 

teacher has to play a significant role in a multicultural 

society. Being a democratic country, India has cultural 

variety of social life and being a teacher of the country, 

teachers must prepare themselves with a new concept, 

attitude and behavior. The paper is an attemptto discuss 

various roles of a teacher in a multi-ethnic society and 

classroom as well. 
Key words : Teacher, multi-culture, society, 

classroom, education. 

Introduction: Teaching as a profession needs 

special training intended to build up knowledge 

competencies, develop skills and favorable attitude 

towards learners. A profession professes to serve the 

society with a conscious understanding of efficiency, 

sound knowledge and experlise. For the purpose of 

teachi ng, there is need of good and quality teachers 

and i1 is tile responsibility of the teachers to offer quality 

service to the students and the society as well. The 

success of teacher depends upon the effective teaching 

and ensuring maximizes learning experience. Until and 

unless a society or a country have dedicated and 

committed teachers who take a teaching as mission in 

their lives, there will not be a good education system. 

A teacher is an embodiment of varied qualities. Re can 

change the mindset of students and prmnole 

understanding and tolerance. India is a democratic 

country. Variety in culture is a key characteristic of the 

social life of the nation. Therefore, in such a social 

constrnction, a teacher must be equipped with quality 

and knowledge to be able to change the mindset of 

students from regionalism to nationalism, from 

nationalism to universalism and also from ethnic and 

cultural prejudice to tolerance. Teaching is now a days 

a multi lateral job and to perform such a dury teJchets 

must bernultitalented. 

India is a country where classrooms are a milliature 

society where students of different cas~ rel i!,~On, culrwe, 

language study together. The aim of educacion in such 

a society should foster common ideals, values, /oyaltit'S 

to mould national unity and identity. Multicultural 

education is inclusive in nature including variety of 

classroom environment, cwriculum and cultural group. 

Multicultural classroom has its particular characteristics. 

There are number of ethnic groups in the classrooms. 

Therefore, teachers should be open to all the students 

and also be sympathetic and board minded in a 

multicultural classroom. In such a society classrooms 

--------- --- ----....J 2421-----------------
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"Identity Crisis among the Ethnic Groups of 
Assam and Emergence of sub-nationalism" 
- A Sociological overview of certain ethnic 

groups in the Area. 
Dr. Birinchi Kr. Borah 

Associate Professor, HOD, Sociology 
Jhanji HNS.College, Sivsagar, Assam 

ABSTRACT : Identification of one self with a group or organisation is 
a universal human phenomenon. It relates with some natural benefit, 
socio-political interest or some times on psychological satisfaction. In 
Assam, identity assertions of various tribal or ethnic groups have heen 
articulated through religion, language, culture, race and other such types 
of issues. Many ethnic groups of the state are giving pressure for 
autonomous state on the basis of their socio-cultural identities. This 
paper attempt to highlight some issues relating to sub-nationalism with 
a few examples of ethnic groups in Assam. 
Key Concepts Ethnicity, Ethnic Groups, Ethnic Identity, nationalism. 

Introduction :-
Assam is the heart land ofNorth East India. The geographical location of this state 

has a special position and significance for the states ofNortheast India All the organs of its 
physique are liked with the state of the region. The state is surrounded by foreign countries 
like China, Burma, Bhutan and Bangladesh. It has long historical past not only in socio-
economic aspects but also from political and cultural perspectives. Many tribal, racial, 
ethnic and caste groups composed the greater Assamese society. 

The issue ofidentity among the different ethnic groups and several ethnic movement 
raised in the state during the 20th century. It may be called that the increasing ethnic assertion 
and sub-nationalism sentiments were the products of2 l st century. It is because of many 
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Negotiating identities in the 
contemporary times 

Introduction : 

Manurima Bhagawati 
Asst. Professor, Dept. of Political Science 

Jhanji HN.S.College 

From the birth of a child, the process ofintegration and assimilation of the child 
into the society that goes on is the process of socialisation and identity formation. Some 
identities are assigned from birth which comes to form our ascribed identity and the ones 
we strive to achieve during our lifetime are termed as achieved identity. Ascribed identities 
like caste or clan groups are inevitable and the only criteria for inclusion into the groups is 
'birth'. Even then, these identity groups have a strong sense of'us' and the 'other'. The 
achieved identities on the other hand are acquired by individual choice and striving. Immanuel 
Kant has focused on using the 'faculty of reason' at disposal of individuals to choose means 
to the desired ends. And though there has been an increase in means availability, the ends 
have become blurred and unclear. Max weber also points out that, 'instrumental rationality' 
is the overriding sentiment regulating human behavior in recent times. It is true for individuals 
seeking identity . But the 'ends' which they seek have become scattered, diffused, uncertain 
and fragile. 

Identity has been termed as not a 'private matter' and 'private worry'( Bauman, 
2007). Identity has been distinguished into individual and collective identities. The individual 
identities have been associated with roles and social identities with groups and categories. 
The process of social identity formation involves the processes of self categorisation and 
social comparison. Both implies opposite effects. Self categorisation involves associating 
oneself with categories and groups and identifying similarities of beliefs, ideas ,ideologies, 
life values, common historical and cultural experiences. It is a process of assimilation. 
While social comparison creates the categories of'us' and 'them' and points out differences 
between one group and another . It stresses on the feelings of~longingness to ~ne's own 
group. It highlights the boundaries that distinguish the groups which becomes more nnportant 
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Implementation of Prima?' Education 
Curriculum in the Tribal area 

schools of Assam: A study 

Introduction: 

Raiv Gogoi 
Assistant Professor 

Jhanji HN.S.Col!ege 

Education exercises a determining influence on the socio economic development 
and cultural transformation of the country. The National Policy on Education (NPE,1986), 
described education as a unique investment in the present and the future. It extolled the 
acculturating role of education. "It refines sensitiveness and perceptions that contribute to 
national cohesion, a scientific temper and independence of mind and spirit, thus furthering 
the role of socialism, secularism and democracy enshrined in the constitution." keeping this 
in view, the NPE laid special emphasis on the removal of disparities and equalizing educational 
opportunities by attending to the special needs of those who have been deprived so far. In 
this endeavor, special emphasis has to be laid on the education of women, scheduled 
castes, scheduled tribes, minorities and the physically challenge persons in order to ensure 
their equalization with the general population at all stages and levels of education. 

The real meaning of education is an approach for harmonious development of 
~~v~dual in the_conte~t of the c?mmuni1?'t~ which he belongs. Tue interaction ~twee: 
~~v~dual _and his envrronment 1s of crucial importance in the process of education: 
mdiv~dual 1s to a great extent guided by the cultural enviroriment around him. Educatio~ ~s 
a social phen?menon it has to keep pace with the demands of the society for which it is 
me~t. The tri?~ people have a unique cultural background, ecology economy, language; 
so_cial and political system, and religion, different from those of other castes. But th ir 
~ruruuy school lacks a systematized and suitable cum· ul hi ·h be relevant to the I fc tyl Th . ul c um, w c can A~a 
I es e. e cumc um followed in non tri"bal . al "'- 11 d . tn"bal areas- rv ul · · - areas 1s so 10 owe m 

tit_ fails to attract them. Consideration oflocal needs at the time of preparing cunicul~ 
is very important because iflocal needs are not takin . t "d ti" the students will gm o cons1 era on ACADEMIA 
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Creativity, Innovation and Entrepreneurship: COVID-19 Lessons Perspective 

Dr Santana Dutta, Assistant Professor 

Jhanji Hemnath Sarma College, Sivasagar, Assam 

Dr Ananta Tamuli, Assistant Professor 

Jorhat Kendriya Mahavidyalaya, Assam 

Abstract: 

The outbreak of the Covid-19 disease has posed great challenges to the worldwide 

economy and people's daily lives and will have far-reaching consequences beyond the spreadof 

the disease. At the same time, crisis is also strong driver of creativity and innovation. Amidst the 

covid crisis, many young people are coming up with innovative and creative solutions in orderto 

bring a change in the mindset of the society and minimize the damage and turn the situation into 

an opportunity. This paper aims to focus the development of entrepreneurship through diferent 

creativity and innovation during the covid crisis of Assam. The crisis has thrown a number of 

lessons for the people of Assam. 1f we can learn them, it will be an altogether diferent story in 

the state. The MSME sector has faced huge losses over the past four months, thousands of jobs 

were lost and some firms even had to shut their operations. However entrepreneurs need to re-

invent their business to stay viable post covid 19 world without wasting time. Businesses that 

instantly adopt to change and refigure their models are the ones that will survive and grow in the 

changed scenario. In this context, it is pertinent to mention that there are certain sectors which 

are throwing open great opportunities for entrepreneurs in the curent context. 

Keywords: Creativity, Innovation, Entrepreneur, Challenges, Opportunities, Covid pandemic 
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Girls' Primary Education in Tea 
Garden Areas : A Study 

Dr. Rajiv Gogoi* 

ABSTRACT 

Education is considered as a vital tool for human development. Through education we_can 
overcome the challenges of our life. Historically the tea garden community of Assam are socially, 
economically and educationally backward. Despite of various effort taken by the govern~ent 
in the field of education the literacy percentages of tea garden people is very l~w., especi~lly 
among the girls' . In this paper an attempt has been made to know the status of girls education 
in the tea garden areas and highlight its' challenges. . 

Keywords: Girls' education, Teagarden community 

INTRODUCTION 
Education is one of the powerful instruments of imparting knowledge to the society. Primary 

education is felt as necessary requirement for every people of a country. Considering this need, after 
Independence constitution of India as well as government of India has given stress on universalization 
of primary education through various articles of the constitution viz Article 45,46,28,5(3), 6(1,2) and by 
introducing various commodities, commissions, and programmes like Kothari commission 1964-66, 
National Policy of Education 1986, District Primary Education Programme (D.P.E.P, SSA, Right to 
Education act 2009 etc. In spite of this we have not attained the success of 100% literary till today. 
According to 2011 census, India has only 74.04% literary, where male 82.14% and female 65.46% 
in comparison to male, female literacy is seen to be legging behind. 

History revels that in India, the education of girl child has been neglected since ancient time. 
This negligence came to extreme point during the time of Muslim rulers. In the colonial period also 
girl's education was not given proper importance. As a result only 12.82% women were found to be 
literate according to first census of India in 1951. Parents' negative attitude towards girl education, 
low enrolment, high dropout, wastage and stagnation, child labour are some common problem of 
girls education till now in some particular region of India. 

Tea community people (Tea tribes) occupy a large area of Sivasagar District of Assam. Although 
till now the Tea tribes are not recognized as Schedule Tribes, but they are also considered as tribes. 
The majority of tea garden community people in Sivasagar district are immigrant population. The 
process of immigration began during the colonial times and continues in the post independent era 
owing the unavailability of local labour. The tea garden labours came into Assam after annexation of 
Assam by the British. These labours were brought from diverse social, ethno-lingual and economic 
backgrounds from a wider region of Eastern India comprising tribal areas of Bihar (now Jharkhand), 
Madhya Pradesh, West Bengal and Orissa, as local people were found unwilling to work in the tea 
gardens, Thus, started the importation of immigrant labours to Assam, which eventually contributed 
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